
OctobeP~f~ ~, 1980 

!S%~ STATI<H]’INT 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s ]nd~’stp.ial :aqd H,~z,m~dous 
Zufo]~ement Sectio~ i~ J~e D]vislon oF So]i.d W~:~te (DSW) has been cot JuctinS 
e~q InvestJs;~tio[] of ~ ;Ibm~do~e~] d~p slte ].oca~ed in the sout, h ~,6 of 
18, Towr]ship 29 NoPth, ]{<~zze 21 West in ()~J<da]e, Minrx:;sota. The 
beSmn in Ma.y oi:" 1978 howovep, no% untJ.l r’ucentiy d:id the irlves[;i~iatior~ reve~ 
t~]at thepe ~-’e two sep~&~re disposa! @pe&q "located im close prox~rn] <y tc one 
aqother. The investigation also PeveRled tha~; both s[tes ]]~J allowed the 
c]~np~ng as well ~s tl~e b~[’yflx-g of :ind<~st~’~ ~I cnem](x~L wasucs. A m0<cl:inS was 
l~eld on Cctobep IS, 1980, with &~l known ~ aP<n.es aA~soc]ated with the DM<da£< 

gat~ o~. 

I. B~cl<grou~nd : 

May,..:.9°, 1978 - Bill Helmd ngs, ~n O&k@d.e --..-..-,-I-~ . _ ~(..~.1~.1~. iss,ed a complaint ~Joout. 

the OaR(a],:’ dump sri.ue and t;l~at a Pod(lish-.~f!low 

;-~re~s of the Ch~p. 

June 19,-19’78 - The ~>CA’s Division of Wal.,ur 0u~_(Lity refez,s the O~<daie 

dt~mp site ]_nvostization over to the D!visioK ::,f .,o]zd*~    " Waste, 

June 21, 1978 - Two Agency staff inve~tigat0d wh~-~t appeaped to be ~ 

abaumloned~rlt~]./:;ip"al atmp. The :LnvestJgatio~ report no~sed that theme were 

mmny ~iles of plattic packagznS mat~pial which they shought may have come 
from ’3M. 

July 7, 1978 - The Agency sent a letser ro the 0akdale city a(gnin:i.scsa<:of 

adviszng h,Jm of the presence of the Oakd~l( chnp ~,~d r’(~qliest]ng ird’or-mat:~on 

fr, om the city reg~mding the szce. 

July_l[]_.,_~._97_~ - The O~<da]~ c].uy aC~T, lnlstrator responsed ~o the 

le%tem but provided i.i 3t].e infoEmation 

.j 
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24, 1979 - ~an Agency staff mcmoer is ag~fin a.ns~ £Ned t~.~ the Oakdale :k~mp 

~:o znvcsc:t;gato ’:he g:i.te ~-:~d m~<(÷ reco~T~flendat]ons. 

Jt~e 28, 1979 - Mt~-leso<a Mining ~nd Manufactumin£ (3H) ~’esponse by letter 

~o Agency’s requesr concePning the£r 2rWolvement w.[th the Oakda£e du:~p site. 

SH aclatowledged their" use of the site but only £or d[r:’,poss£] of’ tape, im~’derled 

resin and misoell~’~eous scrap. 

a field investigation of the O~(dale (IL~np s:i.te ~; a part of ~:m abandoned dump 

SLucvey of the metropolitan 

April < 3, - ,\not"~c~" f’i(;ld ~nvesi. igation w:~:{ 

s~e so :.nvestigRce th~ possibility that the dump ozt~ may have acccpt6.d chem,., 

WaSLUS. t.t Was det.e~’[r’,i~<~d tlnat a rm)ru dot.ailed invus[.igation 

~, ].S, !980 -- ’.Die 

Age~k:y a r’epoi~t of the 

State Highway 212. ’]]tno popoPt ind.1cated that bor].nSs wore nob (lone in the 

v~cini [:v of hhe dL, np due to the pot~}nt.ial h~,ards i.nvo]vcd. 

.JHne 5, 1.980 - 3M as wel: as one or the present ppopept~ owr]eps ’/ ~’ ~ a,_, conttacced 

b’~ ’lector to requesu more prec~ se informat~ on concer’rTing pas: dispo,u:d, s.t the 

O~<dale dL~np site. 

June 9, 1980 - The present property o%~zcP mespondcd to the Agency letter 

that: Ll~e dump site we~s already ab~P~doned. His FutuRe p].t:~-[s for’ 

:included :)ossible co:~ner’cit:i devel c, pmr~ng. 

,]__ul.~Y 11, 1980 - 3M responds co lettem of Lnquiz~y ,~o confiz~ns that 

chemical wastte (hepcsne. toluene, methyl-or;by] k~rtor~e and nce’ton~:~ 

at one O~.J<dale dunp. 3H also provided knlRorrnntio~ as to the his~o%, of ti~e 

disposal s] t,e ~..u]d .possible concacz persons. 

Auguss 6, 1980 - The Agency requests in:t’ormation <y letter fpom a ,b&~< 

propel-by owrler a-did operator of the di.N)osnl sJ. cc concos]Jng 8.i to disposal 

prnctkces d~ring the 1950s. 
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~.~sE. 13, ~98C - l’~e p~~ pPopeP~y owncP and site operaton~ responded co 

Agency’s PeqL~es~s ~d indicated that he had 

t;o haul bJ]t~iF worsge go t[]L~ 08kdale dump, how{~veP, tlK~ majority o~" wa!’,ge w~..is 

generated by 3M. He ~{[so indicated th~3t .~t,. Paul 

(n:~,. known ~.~ :,pace C~:.~nteP ’l’Pa~spoPg, .1.I10. tlged tl~e ~i. tc :[’of dJ. spos~d. FoF 

approximately one nomt:h t.~til they acqui Pcd 

Minnesota. 

Auzust__      ..,.~a 1L980 - A letter of. inquiry wc’nt o~n: t,o o-I?fic-ia]s of                                                                                 ~p,:,.<.<~ .... Center 

Tr<.,nspo~:, Inc. requesting info~T~lal:Jol~ [ff)oL1[ the company’s invo].vcmcr~t w1 t:h 

Se[~temher 25, 2980 - A l.etbeP was seng ot.,~ to one o[ En,~ pPop(;z’t:/ 

requesting that he propose ~s gro~d wace~ monitorin~ progrc~m for the 

site and 5ubmig it to !:he agency by ~t:obeP 31, 1980. A copy O~ the 

sent ~cc the [gPO~)ePEy owl~eP was ~so addrc~scd to 3M a-l.or~g wl t:h a cover 

which ~ndic~:ced that; the Agency’s Peques~ to T;he pPopePl:y o~er does [not 

~solve 3~ from e~y responsibility rclating to the O~<dale d~p site. 

OC~oocr i. 1.980 - An inteEv:Lew was conducted wiZh a fozm[eP employee of the 

Oakdale d~ap opePatoF who worked at the site dLlm~,~ <~~e 1950s    [’?m erii)~ovce 

told DE past disposal practices J:h&t occup~(j aL gbe Slte ~J.ch ir4:21~]dod the 

bt~ryil/Z Or 55-S{lllO~h CPGns of ohemJcPll was ges thst opi~Jnrtted EPOITI 3H. 

:[nfor~nation concePnj ~¢ the du~np site. 

October 3, 1980 - The M:i.r~esoca Geologica! SLzZ~vey was co~]bactec~ to ob’:cd.n 

infoz~.aation concernzng the wells that have been lo ,~ed g~,. n~ ~r the C)akds] e d~ ~mp 
site 

October 6, 1980 - A nember of the A[~ency’s st~:E[’.g: mec vCLt]-, a Washingcon 

Country of:[~ic:i.a! {:~<] a fo~~cr, 3M employee who worked -[’oz-, £’4 fop 21 y~az,s. The 

3M employee also has lived ne~~ the O~<d~ , dL~p site fo~-" [:he pas~: 40 years ’<-/ 

~d was invoiv~d in ::he "on!:ai.nerizJng of tY}~.~ wmst:e Lhr~t ’,;<~H to 1:h,,. ,.,...-,POre 
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(~tol.)e- ]3, lgt~>0 - A it:re:c( {.H~ wa~ held w_i.<li a.l. 1. 

Lhg O<fl<d;~Ae dt~tp ~:i_te, includin~ ~eps’cscr~t<fl.._Lves of 

i$. Di,’sc us~ z oft : 

A% the ,_x’cuent tlme, the sta_ff of" the Minnesota P<~].lution Centro_ Ager~cy 

(MPCA) l~<-.m{ no deffJnit;tL)n of" the scope of" tllc problcq7 tllnt exists 

of the O;Jcdale dtm]p site. i’heDe 7~s ar~ ur~cer’t~in<;y rIs to how the cor~-[:ci~ts 
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~.%~idel:tnes of tte stud.,. ’lhe pt~tic_[pat-it~n el" most c~ th<: poter4,i.u:].,< 

~-~d the A~ency w]l_L be aF, kJng SM to :ffurU;cF id-, TtiCv the wsstes 

disposed of" at the s] 

~The Minnesota Dep~’tment of ]h~b]i.c liea]th is now d6~velopin8 a well w=~ter, " 

s&~nplJ.ng ])so&%p~ which wlt]], inch}de s ~%(k]r]~[ and a]:{]V:;:inq both rrtr’ic 

res:i.denti~ weils sur-round.inS the s~bjec d-isposa_l site, The infcnua 

that wt!l be obt:a~ned Yrom this s~~p]., n;~., ,A~, -,,-, 8,~ ,~r..- will aid Azency strd’£ :.., 

site generaues. ’N-]o Hi~-~osots }lea].-I,h i),mt):tr,Lmq)n-,: Ls <£kso l-:~<ing z’espormJbil$Ly 

the mesult of the 0~dale dump si-L~ 
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