MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL ACENCY
Division of Selid Waste 3
Inforcement Section

Status of Investigative Study Relabing to an
Industrial Waste Dunp in Oqlidale, Minmesota

“ October 28, 1980

I55UE STATE MENT

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's Tndustrial and Hazardous Waste
Enforcement Seclion in Lhe Division of Solid Waste (LsW) has beern conduet ting
an investigation of an abandoned dump site located in the south % oof Section
18, Township 29 North, Range 21 West in Oakdale, Minncsota. Tho‘iuw( tigation
began in May of 1978, however, not until rccently did the LHVL%[ILJLLMH reveal
that there are two separate disposal areas "located ir close proximity ta one
awther. The investigation also revealed that both sites had qufwea Lrie
dunping as well as the burying of industriidl chemical wastes. A meeting we
held on Cctober 12, 1980, with all known parties associated with the 0O u} o
dunp site dnd the Agency‘5 staff updated Lhem on the Agency's presonl invesEd -
gakion.

1. Background:
May ?” 1978 - Bill Hemmings, an Oakdale resident, issued a complaint ahout
the Owkdale durp site and that a reddish-yellow leachinbe was surfacing on

arcas of the dump.

June 19, .1978 ~ The MPCA's Division of Water Qualily refers the Cakdale

dump site investigation over to the Division of Solid Waste.,

June 21, 1978 - Two Agency staff investigated what appearcd to be an
abandoned municipal dump. The investigation report noted that there ware
many;PileS of plastic packaging material which they thought may have come
from 3M.

July 7, 1978 - The Agency sent a letter to the Ozkdale city administrator
advising him of the presence of the Qakdale thimp and requesting inforastion

- from the city regsrding the site.

July 17, 1978 - The Qakdale city administrator responsed to the Agency's

letter but provided little informatior.
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G March 12, 1979 ~ The Agency contacted BIlL Homnings (complginamt) Lo inlorm
o [im that the Agency would be taking « "stand by" approach concerning Lhe
. . ; b it
Oakdale site pending development of the site.
May 24, 1979 - /An Agency stafT member is again assipned to the Oakdale dump
site o investigate the site and make recommendations.
hune 28, 1979 - Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3M) response by letter
“to Agency's request concerning thelr irvolvement with the Oakdale durp site.
M acknowledged thelr use of the site but only fTor disposal of tape, hardened
resin and miscellaneous scrap.
Septomber 4, 1979 - A member of the DEW Enforcement Section's stafl conducted
a field investigation of the Oakdale dump site as a part of an sbandoned dump
survey of the metropolitan area.
April 28, 1980 - Another field investigation was perfommed al the Oskdale «durmp
site to investigate the possibility that the dump site may have accepted chemic
wastes. It was determined that a more detalled investipation was in order.
Maﬁﬂl§¢,1959 - The Mirmesota Department o€ Transportation submitted to Lhe
= Apgency a report of the soll borings that were dug prior to the construcltion of
e stafe Highway 212. ‘The report indicated that borings woere rot done in the
vicinity of the dump due to the potential hazeards involved.
June 5, 1980 ~ 3M as well as one of the present property owners was contacted
by "letter to request more precise information concerning past dispossd at the
Oaltdale dunp site.
June 9, 1980 - The present property owner responded to the Agency letter of
inquiry. He stated that the property in guestion was purchased in 1961 and
that the dump site was already abandoned. His future plams for the site
included possible commercial development:.
July 11, 1980 - 3M responds to letter of inguiry and confirms that industrial
chemical waste (heptane, toluene, methyl—ethyl ketone and acetone ) were Jspose:
at the Oakdale dump. 3M also provided information as Lo the history of the
disposal site and possible contact persons.
August 6, 1980 - The Agency requests information by letter from a past
- property owner and operator of the disposal site cencerning site disposal
lw CSoopractices during the 19%0s.
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’ Aupust 13, 1980 - The past property owner and site operatont responded to
Agency's Féquostﬁ and indicated .that he had contracted with several comnpanies.
£o haul theilr waste to the Oskdale durnp, however, the majority of waste was
generated by 3M. He also indicated that 5t. Paul Terminal Warehovse Coinpany
(nowr known @ Space Center Transport, Inc.) used the site for disposai for
approximately cne month wuntil they acquired theid cwn site in Woodbury,
Minmesota. .

August 19, 1980 - A letter of inquiry went out to officials of Space Center

Tronsport, Inc. requesting information about the company' s involvement with

the Onkdale dump.

September 12, 1980 ~ A general counsel [or Space Center, Inc. responded to

the Agency letter of request and indicated that St. Paul Terminal Warchouse

Company did use the Oakdale dump for wastevdisposal for approximately one year

in 1960. The letter also went on to state that the anly party for‘whiﬁh e

company did disposal work was 3M Corpany.

September 26, 1980 - A letter was sent out to one of the property owners

requesting that he propose a ground water monitoring program for the disposal

site and submit it to the Agency by October 31, 1980. A copy of the letter

sent ¢to the property owner was also addressed to 3M along with a cover letber

which indicated that the Agency's request to the property owner does rot

absolve 3M from any responsibility relating to the Daldale dump site.

OQcteber 1, 1980 - An interview was conducted with a former employee ¢f the

O&ﬂﬂedwwcmmm&m\mowmkmim:Uw:ﬂ&a@mkm1ﬂ@l%ﬂs.’mmemﬂqme

told of past disposal practices that occurred at the site which included the

burying of 55-gallon crums of chemical wastes that originated from 23M.

.

Qctober 1, 1680 - Bill Hemming (the oripinal compladremi)  again contoebed

Agency staff to discuss the Oakdale dunp site and proved some addi-ional

information concerning the dump site.

October 3, 1980 -~ 'The Mirmesota Geological Survey was contacted to obtain

information concerning the wells that have been logged near the Ozkdale dumnp

site.

October 6, 1980 - A member of the Agency's stalf met with a Washington

ounty official end a former aM employee who worked for M For 21 years. The .

M employee also has lived near the Oakdale dump site for the past 40 vears RN
. and wags involved in the containerizing of the waste that 200 ST W T W S TR S K FOS P P
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‘d\,u'rlp‘ The 2M employee was Whe first Lo roveal thal thoro were Swo soparate
disposal sites located in close proximiby Lo one rnother (confirmation of this

o report was obtaircd during Lhe aitoe inspeclion) . V' wasbos also were disposed
ol ot this site.

D tober- O, 1980 - Waler sonples Crom Oakdole ity well numbors o wand 4 viere
taken.  Also three private residential wells were sipled.  (Samples now in
custody of Minnesota Health Cepoartment.)
October ¢, 1980 -~ ‘three additional water somples were Laken from private
residential wells just south of Oakdale dump. (Samples now in o stody of
Minnesotn Hendl ol Department.. )
October 9-10, 1980 ~ Located MDOP constricbion cngineer and ingpector whio
worked on the Highway 212 project.  Tospector recallod UNCOVETLNG P 00
HH-gallon drums containing liguid waste.  He contivslod M Tor information
pertainiyy to contonts of dievms Dol roco fved o et D weere pot
ol ' along Highway right-olway and coverod over ST,
Ootober T3, 1980 - The Do requested toohinteal el alonoe Trom Lhe Gronad
Water Section fn the Division of Water Quadi Ly concerning the potential
g ground waier problem that may ocour as Lhe resud @ ol chemical wasle being
Pol at the Oukdale dump gie,
October 13, 1980 -~ A meet ing was held with all lknown parties involved in
the Oakdale dunp site, including representalives of local government, meajor
waste generators, transporters and private land owners. ‘e meeting was
held to set in molion aclion that will be eszential in evaluating and
correcting problems hat may exlst at the Oaxdale dums sile.
F Y e N . 23 FaN Y v e ~
October 21, 19850 - A member of the Agency stall met wiin membe ; of the Oskdale
City Counsel te update them on the Apency investigation concerning the Gakdale
dump site. The Oakdale counsel was also informed of the future formation of
Se b aals T = 5 ~ed iy s Nt o Sl 4 N
the task force who will be responsible in establishing puidelines for the major
soll, surface and ground weter study for the Onkdale cdump site.
Ir. Di Discussion:
At the present time, the staff of the Minnescta Pollution Centrol Agency
VP LS T A P o n ’
(MPCA) has no definition of tie scope of the problem that exig ts as @ result
L e TS e s ) -y o) - Thyem 1 U 1 L
of ‘the Oakdale dunp site. There 15 an uncertainty as to how the contonts of

PR, o el o3 armmal w4 e b b N P N m \

oy the subject disposal site hoave chinged wilis Lime. therofore, the hgeney stafll
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is in the process of establishing guldelines for a major soil, surface =nd

around water study for the Oakdale dump site.  [n the meeting of Ootce

19830, it was penaralty apreed by all drnwvolved poarbics that Che sbudy wos
necessary and that a task force would he set up to work oub the preliminoary

puidelines of the study. ‘'Ihe participation of most of the potentis

responsible parties in Cthis committee is, however, In guestion at this time.

The Agency will be sending out a formal request to all conce:

asking them to provide individuals Lhal will be able to provide Loohnd ool

stance in proposing th

ground wabor study.

During the time of the study tne Agency's investigation will conbirue
and the Agency will be asking 3M to further identity the wastes Lhal were
te.

disposed of at the =
The Attormey General's staff will be researching x the issue of lisbility
during the time the task force works ouf the conditions Tor the soil znd

ground water study. This type of research by the AtLorney General's

is necessary because the waste generator never owned, operated cor directly

= ol tey 1 Aedale <3 te ar oot DY, ek T : A= [l o
hau‘k_d to the Qakdale site and present property owers did not own b 12 properiy

at ithe time disposal took place.

s The Minnesota Department of Public Health is now deve loping a well water

sampling program which will irclude sriunpljngz and analyzing both municipal and

residential wells surrounding the subject digpesal site. The int

Cormat Lon

that will be obtained from this sampling program will ald Agency ste

determining the magnitude of the potentinl vroblem thal the Oakdale disposal

site penerates. The Minmmesolta Health Nepartinent is

' rate e Mirne g nealtipopartment 15 also taking responsibility
For health related problems that may

artse dnothe moanicipal water supply as
the result of the Oakdale dump site.

Madea Available bv 3M for Insnaction and Gonvina as Gonfidential Information: o AMAN2R04704

3MA02604704
1242.0005



