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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE NEED FOR THE FAIE OF
FLUDROCHENICALS PHASE ©1 STUDY

Don'y we slrsady know enough about fluorochemical environmental
problema?

A,

Wa do know 2 good amount Since we have baen studying the
flgorochemical products for sporoximataly 19 years, hut scill
some imporrant questions remain unansweared,

Tha M fluorechemicals are smail volume products, why would
atybody worry about chem?

A,

They are halogesates, persiatent, and soma have been shown to
acounulies in poople and animals, These are characreristies
cofmon Lo sany of the known environmentally hazardous
chemivals, Whilse fluorochemicals can most often be found at
cancentrations which By themselves ATe toe low Lo cause
adverse erfects, in combinastion with other environmantatl
materials, they could contribute Lo adverse effecra,

I van see doing health effacts testing, but environwenstal, no one
really is concerned sbaut that,

A,

While one vould get that jmpresglon from the paucity of
environmental data being submiteed with premanufactyring
notices, wm feml, rn the contrary, that Americans are vary
toncerned about the porentigy adverse effeces of chemicals on
the environment., Some fluorochemicsls will likely accumulate
in the eavirenment, while others could degrade Zrom
nonhazardous to potentially more toxie forms,

Fluorochemicsl acrylates ang urethanas arg nontexic and stanla,
Why sCudy fhem?

A,

It's correct that the actylates and urethanes show Titele
toxicity. Muck of this biological inertrness is probahly due
o their high nolecular weights., Oup major questlon ig
whether thelr degradation cpuld OCCUr over time in ghe
environment, releasing pore potentially hazardous low
molasular weight fluoroenemicals,

If EPA or environmental activists artack Im fluorochemicals basad
on SAR®, don't you know enpugh slready to refute their srguements?

A.

of using curreat SAR rechnigues on fluoroehemicals, Bup I
think we would be im 3 defensive posture. HWich an lacreased
understanding of the applicability of currest SAR procedures
to fluorochemicals and with the development of SAR
capaniliviag for fluorochemicals, we could instead give a
positive image of being awere of tne anviroamental Propertien
of our products,

*Structars Activiey Relatianships “ uUsed ro estirate proporties from
themical structore when lad data is apsent.,
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analytical problems stymied much work in the first Fate of )
Fiuorochemicals program. How do we know that won't happen again?

A. There are several reasons why this ie not Likely to be as
significant a problem {n tha Phase II study. Firse,
analytical capabilitiae on fluorvehemicale have advances
signifizantly in the last four years. Second, the Fate of
Fluprochemical Phase II program is dasigned Lo use general
analytical procedures for flucrochemicals whenever possible.
Third, carbon~14 label compounds will be used whenaver
possibiev to iimit the need For costly and oore gifficult
specific analytical methods.

You are asking for $100,000 now over a J-yoar period, How do we
know you won't be asking for even more in the futurs?

A. It is eercsinly possible that the study could bave resulis
thet would lead to the nwed for further testing. However, by
asking ths major questions now in an organized sad noncrisis
manner, and by developing SAR capabilities and an anviron-
mantal data base on selected Filuorochemicala, we will he able

to make betbtsr predictions ahout the envirvonmental risks of
nost fluorcchenical products in the future.

If you had all the information from the testing you suggesz, would
it dewranse the day to day cost of spurdying flunrochemical
producta?

A, The reduction in day %o doay costs would probably be small
since nost of these coasts lnvelve scudying formulaced
flugrochemical products and developing a minimal dote base
spesifis £o that produst. Tha informacion, hovever, would
help us ln making more acourato pradictions about the
envirnnmental vovement and mifects of the flunrochemical
eomponents of these products ~ in other words, increase the
reliabilicy of our risk analyses.

He feal the ides of a Pate of Flucrochemicesls program is good, but
iv's oo expensive far iust an “insursance poliey.*

A. We-dgon't Look at the Fate of Fluorochemicals Phase 11 proposal
23 bsing solely en insurance policy ro prevent a loss of
business. While it may be helpful in that respect, we fesl
the most important need for the atudy is to increase our own
awaraness of Lhe environmental properties of our products so
that we can be more secure in our predictions that
flunrochemicals will not Cause costly and possibly
irreversible environmental problens.

If we can only partlally fund this proposal, vhich part should we
do?

4. That's why we have prioritized the proposal (Table 15, p. 88).
The proposal is designed so that we wiil do the most important
testing Elrst and build vpon that base.
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11,

How d3 we know the cost for daing this study won't be overrun?

A. We have done our best in making conservative and ceslistie
sstimates of the coar, Obviously, the program can be fine
tunad at any time, timetablies lengthensd, eto., to accommodate
ghort rerm financial needs or manpower limitarions.
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