
BOOTS & COOTS 
FIRE & PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, INC. 

1437 Leimert Blvd., Suite B 
Oakland, California 94~02-1860 
(415) 482-5360 
24 Hour Emergen~:y x (713) ~-02~6 H~uston, T~xas 

002 

ATTN: MR. WII,.[,IAH STEVENS 

SUBOECT: ]FOAM SYSTEMS TESTING, BEALE A,F.B, CALIFORNIA. 

IMAGINE THE SURPRISE AND TOTAL :.311OCK WHEN THE BOOTS AND COOTS 
O~’FICE IN OAKLAND, CALIFOI~NIA RE~EIVES A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
GRINNELL g!~ ]£I{OTECq’ION IN SAC~MENTO, CALIg"ORNIA T~hZM£~..[~s 
T~T ~M, ~ A.F,E.F, CONCENTBATE IS NOT BIODEGBADASLE, THIS 
INFO~TION, THEY CLAIM, WAS GIVEN TQ THEM DU}~NG A ONF: HO[)E 
TELEFHONE ~ONVEKSAT[ON BY A "FH.D. ’SCIEH’I’I~Y?, CHEMIST" BY THE 
N~ OF ERIC ~IME£ AT THE 3M COMPANY. 

IMAGINE FURTHER, OU~ EMBAIiRA~SM£NT AND CP~DI~ILII’Y 505~ SINCE 
WE HAD BEEN TELLING GKINNELL FIRE FROTECTI©N~ THE 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND TH~ GENERAL CONTRACTOR THAT TO THE BEST 
OUR KNOWLEDGE BASED UPON MANUFACTU.r~.ERS DATA~ THAT 3M 3% A,F,F.F. 
CONCENTRATE WAS BIODEGRADABLE. THiS INFO}~ATI©N WAS 
OBDER THAT WE. MAY CONDUCT A ONE (~) MINUTE TEST OF AN 
SYSTEM AT BEALE A,F,B. 

SUBSEWUENTLY, AS A RESULT OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN BY THE 3M 
COMPANY, GK~NNELL b-IK~" Fk~OT~CT!ON WA~i [NCONVgN[~NCED AND 
D~GED, IN THAT. THEY HAD TO HIRE A SUC’]IL)N PUMP AND HOLDING 
TANK FO~ IN EXCE~ O~" ~. BOO’[’~ ,~ G~OT~3 ALON~ WI’I’~ "l’li~ 
GENE~L CONT~CTOK WErE INCONVENIENCED AND D~AGED, :3INC~ THE 
TEST PKOG~ HAI2 TO BE ~;5CHEDU[,~’,D, WH[<:H COMP(~LJND~I) THE ,LIQUi 
DATED DA~GE5 ALREADY IN EFFE~LT. 

3M MN01315290 
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Fluorochemical Surfactants FluoradTM & Fluorochemical Intemlediates 

..... ~. ~ ¢’b’-"J° ~ 

Tech nic at Assistance (6121733-5634 
To Place An Order (612) 733-1710 
Product Information (6"12) 73~1~ 

FI ad" Fluorochemical Sur tactants 

uor & Fluorochemical Intermediates 

"" . /1 

Technical ~ssililance (612) 73;~5634 
To Place An~der (612) 733-17~0 

~ Product Information (612) 733-1~G 
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AS A RESULT OF THE INFORHATION GIVEN OUT BY ERIC P~’IMEH THE 
CQRPS OF ENGINEERS, SACRAM~,NTO D!S_~T OF~’ICE REQUIRED i~OO’fS AND 
C~TS INDIV D[ o      ING THE FOAM TANK TO BE FULLY 

~ 
WITH HARD HAT, SAFETY GLASSES, AND i~L~DVE~, [~IN(:E THE 3M 

A.F.F.~. IS, (I @UOTE) "~pANGEROUS H~FUL LIQUID." THI~.~ 
STATK~NT WAS BASED UPON ~NFORMATION GIVEN ~Y K~j H~IMEE AND 
~ATA SHEETS SUFFSIED BY THE 3M COMPANY TO THE COR~ OF ~:NGINE’ERS, 

THE RAMZF~CATIONS OF THiS DISCLOSURE MAY BE FELT AT OTHER 
JOB-SITES CONTROLLED BY THE CORPS OF ENGINE~R~, SACRAMENTO 
OFFICE. IN ADDITION. TME.Y MAY DECIDE TO FOrWArD ’J’HI~ DATA TO 
OTHER CORPS OF ENGrNEERS OFFICES. 

BY COPY OF THIS LETTER BOOTS & COOTS REQUESTS A FULL AND 
COMPLETE DISCLOSURE OF T~: TOXIC, CHEMICAL AND BIODEG~DABILF~Y 
E~ECTS OF THE 3M A.F.F.F. CONCENTS~TES. WE FUH’fM~ SUGGEST THAT 
PRIOR TO ERIC ~I~R OFFERING INFO~TION TO COMPANIES CONTRACTED 
WITH BOOTS a COOTS ON $PECIFI[ PROJECTS, HE COMMUNI(:AT~3 WlTM US 
FIRST. 

YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENT:ON TO THIS MAT’I’EM IS GREATLY 
ATED. 

YOURS        ~LLY, 

5ES WILLIAMS 
JOHN SCHUSTER 
JOHN YOUNG 
STEVE WARD (FOR INFO) 

WALTON 

JD\US\21~I 
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