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BOOTS & COOTS

FIRE & PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, INC.
1437 Leimert Blvd., Suite B 2> CE
OQakland, Callfornia 94402-1860

(415) 482.5360

24 Hour Emergency ¢ (713) #99-0276 Houston, Texas

JUNE 3, 1988

3M COMPANY

3M CENTRE

ST PAUL, MN 55144

ATTN: MR. WILLIAM STEVENS

SUBJECT: FOAM SYSTEMS TESTING, BEALE A.F.B. CALIFORNIA.

IN ALL LITERATUKE AND DOCUMENTATION THAT I35 PUBLISHED BY THE
MAJOR MANUFACTURERS OF A.F.F.F. CONCENTRATE, IT 15 CLAIMED TUAT
THESE PRODUCTS ARE BIODEGRADABLE. FURTHERMOKE, VERBAL PRESKENTA
TIONS MADE BY VARIQUS MANUFACTURES REPRESENTATIVEDS HAVE ALLU
INDICATED THAT THESE PRODUCTS ARE BIODEGKADABLE. THEKE 135 ALSG
AN ARTICLE PREFARED BY MAﬁﬁgéL; ET.AL. WHICH WITH SOME DEGREE OF
ACCURACY, INDICATED THAT &i RYALS WITH & B.U.D. 20/C.0.D. RELA-
TIONSHIF GREATER THAT 0.5 ARE READILY Bl1ODEGRADABLE. 3INCE THE
U.S. MILITARY SPECIFICATION CALLS FOR A MINIMUM HELATIONSHIP NOF
0.65 (MIL-F-24385%D (DRA¥T)) AND DATA FRESENTFEDL TO THE GOVERNMENT
INDICATES THIS RELATIONSHIP TO BE 0.7 - 0.y, WE COULD ASSUME THk
PRODUCTS ARE BIODEGRADABLE.

IMAGINE THE SURPRISE AND TOTAL SHOCK WHEN THE BOOTS AND COOTS
OFFICE IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA RECEIVES A TELEPHONE CALL FROM
GRINNELL FIRE PRUTECTION IN SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA TELLING US
THAT 3M, 3% A.F.F.F. CONCENTRATE 135 NOT BIODEGRADABLE. THIS
INFORMATION, THKY CLAIM, WAS GIVEN 10 THEM DUKING A ONK HOUK
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BY A "FH.D. SCIENTISYT, CHEMIST" BY THE
NAME OF ERIC REIMER AT THE 3M COMPANY.

IMAGINE FURTHER, OUR EMBARKASSMENT AND CREDIBILITY LOSS 3INCE
WE HAD BEEN TELLING GRINNELL FIRE PROTECTION, THE SACRAMENTO
CORPS OF ENGINEERS AND THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR THAT TC THE BEST OF
OUR KNOWLEDGE BASED UPON MANUFACTURERS3 DATA., THAT 3M 3% A.F.F.F.
CONCENTRATE WAS BIODEGRADABLE. THILS INFOKMATION WAS REQUIKED I[N
ORDER THAT WE MAY CONDUCT A ONE (1) MINUTE TEST OF AN A.F.F.F.
SYSTEM AT BEALE A.F.B.

SUBSEQUENTLY. AS A RESULT OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN BY THE 3M
COMPANY, GRINNELL FIRE PKOTECTION WAS I[NCONVENIRNCED AND
DAMAGED, IN THAT. THEY HAD TO HIRE A SUCTION PUMF AND HOLDING
TARK FOR IN EXCKSS OF §10,000.00. BOOTS 8 COOTS ALONG WITH Tl
GENERAL CONTRACTOKR WEKRE INCC NIENCED AND DAMAGED, SINCE THE
TEST PRUGRAM HAL TGO BE RESCHEDULED, WHTCH COMEQUNDED THE LIQUI
DATED DAMAGES ALREADY IN EFFECT. Exhibit
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Technical Assistance (612) 733-5634
To Place An Order (512) 7331710

Product Information (6112) 733-1683
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A3 A RESULT OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN QUT BY ERIC RK{MER THE

CQRPS OF ENGINEERS, SACRAMENTO DISTRICT OFFICF REQUIRED BOOTH AND
COOTS INDIVIDUALS PFITLING THRE FOAM TANK TO BE FULLY PROTECTED

2WTTH HARD HAT. SAFETY GLASSES, AND GLOVES, SINCFE THE 3M 3%

A.F.F.F. I3, (I QUOTE) "A_DANGEROUS HARMFUL LIQUID." ‘THIS
STATEMENT WAS BASED UPON INFORMATION GIVEN LY kKRI!C REIMER AND
DATA SHEETS SUPPLIED BY THE 3M COMFANY TO THE CORPS OF KNGINEERG.

THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THIG DISCLOSURE MAY BE FELT AT OTHER
JOB~SITES CONTROLLED BY THE CORF3 OF ENGINEERS, SACRAMENTOQ
OFFICE. 1IN ADDITION, THEY MAY DECIDE TC FORWARD THI1L DATA IO
OTHER CORPS OF ENGINFERS QOFFICES.

BY COPY OF THIS LETTER BOOTS & (C0OQOT3 REWQUESTS A FULL AND
COMPLETE DISCLUOSURE OF THE TOXLC, CHEMICAL AND BIODEGRADARILITY
EFFECTS OF THE 3M A.F.F.F. CONCENTERATES. WE FURTHEH SUGGEST THAT
PRIOR TO ERIC REIMER OFFERING INFORMATION TOQO COMPANIES CONTRACTED
WITH BCOTS & COOT3 ON SPECIFIC FROJECTS, HE COMMUNICATE WITH US

FIRST.

YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER 15 GREATLY AFPPRECT-
ATED.

YOURS( ULLY,

JTM DEVONSKIRE/BILL WALTON
CC: LES WILLIAMS
JOBN SCHUSTER

JOHN YOUNG
STEVE WARD (FOR INFO)
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