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December 21, 2021 
 
 

The Honorable Miguel A. Cardona 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education 
 400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 

RE: Request to Extend Closed School Discharge for Dream Center Student Borrowers 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 

The Oregon Attorney General and Minnesota Attorney General, along with a bipartisan 
group of State Attorneys General, requested that the former Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Education exercise authority to extend closed school discharge eligibility to former students at 
schools closed by Dream Center Education Holdings, LLC (“Dream Center”), including Argosy 
University, the Art Institute, and South University, in October 2019. 

 
Specifically, the Attorneys General requested extension of closed school discharge 

eligibility to students enrolled on or after October 17, 2017, the date in which Dream Center began 
to operate the schools.  The request, attached to this letter, outlined Dream Center’s gross 
mismanagement of the schools, its numerous violations of federal and state law, financial 
instability, and misleading statements to    students—all which preceded the schools’ closures. 

 
The many examples cited in our request constituted clear circumstances justifying an 

extension of the 120-day lookback period under the closed school discharge rule, including that 
the Department never approved Dream Center’s takeover of the schools in a final decision.  The 
letter also details events prior to October 17, 2017—including law-enforcement actions brought 
against Dream Center’s predecessor EDMC—that may justify an even earlier look-back period 
under the closed-school discharge regulation for the Department to consider. 

 
Former students of Dream Center had reason to cease enrollment long before the 120-

day lookback period for closed school discharge.  These students should not be further punished 
with student debt because they saw a school operator engaging in extraordinary misconduct and 
decided to withdraw. 
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Therefore, the undersigned ask for review of the detailed request to extend closed school 
discharge for students who attended a Dream Center-operated school, and for you to use your 
authority to extend closed school discharge eligibility to former Dream Center students to the 
date that Dream Center began to operate the schools. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Katherine A. Campbell Adam Welle 
Assistant Attorney General Assistant Attorney General 
Oregon Department of Justice Office of Minnesota Attorney General 


